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CHAP. I. 

Of the Society. — Its Meetings, he, 

Ru L E I. 

TH E Physical Society fliall confift of 
Honorary, Ordinary and Correfponding 
Members ; together with the Officers here- 
after fpecified. 

II. 

The Society fhall be convened on the firfl 
Saturday in October, and continue to meet on 
the fame day of each fucceeding Week, 'till 
the laft Saturday in May, The meeting lhall 
commence at Seven o'Ciock, and clofe at Ten. 

III. 

The Names of the Ordinary Members Ihall 
be called over at the beginning of each Meeting, 
when fuch as are abfent fhall forfeit Six-pence, 
unlefs they lhall have fent a Written Excufe j; 
and every Ordinary Member leaving the Room 
B z , durino[ 
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during the Tranfadion of Bufinefs, without 
Permiffion from the Prefident, lhall forfeit 
One Shilling. 

I V. 

Five Members, legally aflemblcd, fliall be 
entitled to tranfa6: any Bufinefs of the Society 
except repealing, fufpending, or altering the 
Laws; for which Purpofes, at leafl Ten Mem- 
bers muft be prefent. 

V. 

The Bufinefs of the Society, fliall be of two 
Kinds ; Public and Private. The Public 
Bufinefs fhall confift in the Communication of 
Gafes and Opinions ; and in the reading and 
difcuffion of Diflertations. The private Bufi- 
nefs fhall include all other Matters in which 
the Society may be concerned. 

VI. 

In every Qiieflion relating to the Bufinefs 
of the Society, and not previoufly fettled in 
the Laws, any Member may demand a deter" 
mination by Ballot. 

VI L 

To decide an^Queftion where a Ballot fhall 
not be demanded, the mode fliall be by Shew 

of 
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of Hands. Any Member refufing to hold up 
his Hand on one Side or the other, fliall be 
fined Six-pence. 

C H A P. II. 

Election of Members. 

Rule I^ 

No one fliall be admitted a Member, un- 
lefs he ihall have been regularly propofed, 
leconded and balloted for. Such Propofal, 
fpecifving the Name and Relidence of the 
Candidate, niuft be made in Writing, andlhall 
remain for the Infpeftion of the Members, in 
fome confpicuous Part of the Theatre, till tho 
enfulng Meeting, Vv^hen it lhall be determined 
by Ballot. 

II. 

A Candidate having nine-tenths of the 
Votes of the Members prefent in his Favour> 
fhall be admitted; if lefs than nine-tenths, he 
fliall be rejedted. 

1 1 1. 

To obviate any Miftake in Eledtions, the 
.Ballot fhall in every Cafe of Rejection, be had 

Twice 
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Twice during the fame Meeting. If in the 
fecond Ballot the propofed Member Ihould 
alfo be rejedied, he fhall on no Account be 
again propofed during the fame Seffion. 

CHAP. Ill, 

Ordinary Members* 
R u L E I. 

Each Ordinary Member fhall, on his Ad- 
tniffion, pay Ten Shillings and Six-pence ; and 
the further Sum of One Shilling every 
Fortnight. 

I 1. 

Any Ordinary Member being indebted to 
the Society, and not difcharging his Debts 
lhall be fined One Shilling for every Month , 
and if he further negleft to difcharge them till 
after the lafl Meeting of the Seffion, he lhall 
be expelled. 

TIL 

An Ordinary Member abfenting himfclf for 
Five fuccefiive Meetings, without a fufficient 
Excufe, fhall be expelled. 
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IV, 

Each Ordinary Member fliall in Succeflion, 
deliver in a Diflertation on fome Phyfical Sub- 
jedt, under the penaky of Ten Shillings and 
^ix-pence, 

V- 

Ordinary Members removing from London, 
lhall, on expreffing their delire to the Prelident 
jn Writing, be conlidered as Correfponding 
^embers. 

VI. 

Ordinary Members having attended the 
Meetings of the Society for two Seflions, and 
read two Diflertations, may petitipn for 
Honorary Seats. Such Petitions muft be in 
Writing, and having been read from the 
Chair, fliall, on the enfuing Meeting, be deter- 
mined by Ballot. The Candidate having three- 
fourths of the Votes in his Favour,lhall be eleded. 

VII. 

Every Ordinary Member not fubfcribing to 
the Laws for three Meetings after his Eledion, 
<hall forfeit his Seat. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Corresponding Members* 
Rule I, 

Men of Eminence in the Profeffion, not refi- 
ding in London, may be propofed as Corre- 
fponding Members 

II. 

Correfponding Members lhall be exempted 
from paying Contributions, they lhall enjoy 
the Privileges of Ordinary Members; and 
when in London, and attending the Society-j^ 
they lhall be confidered as fuch, 

C H A P. V. 

Honorary Members, 

Rule I. 

Phyficlans, Surgeons, Apothecaries, and 
Men of Eminence in any of the Sciences, n>ay 
be propofed as Honorary Members. 

IL 

Honorary Members lhall not be obliged to 
attend the Meetings of the Society, or to fur. 

nilh 
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. nifh Papers for Difcuffion : they fhall be ex- 
empted from the payment of Contributions and 
Fines, except in fuch Cafes as fliail be fpecified 
to the contrary : they fliall enjoy all the pri- 
vileges of Ordinary Members: the power of 
writing for the Prizes alone excepted. 

I I I. 

An Honorary Member having engaged in any 
Office, is rendered liable to fuch Penalties, as 

may be incurred by negle<ft of Duty in that 
Office. 

CHAP. VI. 

Presidents. 

Rule I. 

Six Prefidents ffiall be annually chofen by 
Ballot. 

II. 

Each fhall prefide alternately; and if abfent 
at the time of Meeting, without having pro- 
' vided a Subftitute, lhall be fined Two Shillings 
and Six-pence. 



C 
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III. 

In the abfence of the Prefidents, the oldeft 
Ordinary Member prefent, lhall fupply the 
Place, under the penalty of Two Shillings and 
Six-pence, on refufal. 

IV, 

The Prefident in the Chair fliall regulate and 
dived: the Debates ; he ihall check any unpro- 
fitable Difputes; and be invefted with autho- 
rity fufficient to condud: every part of the 
Society's Bufinefs, with becoming Decorum. 

V, 

In any Queftion, where the Votes of the 
Society lhall be equally divided, the ading 
Prefident fhall, befide his Vote as a Member, 
have the Privilege of the calling Vote, 

VI. 

The Prefidents fhall be upon all Committees, 
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CHAP* VII. 

Library, and Librarian. 
Rule L 

Such Sums of Money as the Society may 
from Time to Time think proper, lhall be 
employed for the Purpofe of eftablifhing a 
Library, 

XL 

Such Books only fhall be purchafed as fliail 
have been propofed by the Committee or Pre- 
lidents, and afterwards approved by the Society 
at large. 

IIL 

Every Member fliall be entitled to have in 
his Polfeffion one Set of Books ; for which, at the 
Time of receiving them, he lhall depofit in the 
Hands of the Librarian, their full Value; and 
lhall return them, if Oftavos or under, within 
a fortnight; or within a Month if above that 
Size. On failure, he lhall forfeit Six-pence for 
every Day he keeps them beyond the Time al- 
lowed. If any Book be injured, the Money 
depofited fliall be forfeited. 

C 2 IV. 
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I V. 

The Librarian muft be an Honorary Mem- - 
ber. 

V. 

His Bufinefs lliall be, to take Care of the 
Books; to keep a corred: Catalogue of them; 
to deliver them to the Members ; and to re- 
port at each Meeting, the Names of fuch 
Members, as by retaining Books, may have 
incurred Fines. He, or his Deputy, fhall be 
prefent in the Library, on every Monday, 
Wednefday, and Friday, from Five till Six 
o*Clock. 

VL 

The Librarian fliall be anfwerable for any 
Books which may be loft. 

VIL 

In cafe of negle<3: in Attendance, or in any 
other Bufinefs regarding the Library, the Li- 
brarian fhall forfeit Two Shillings and Six- 
pence. 

V 1 1 L 

He fliall appoint his own Deputy. 

IX. 
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IX. 

At the End of every Seffion, a Gratuity 
fhall be given to the Deputy Librarian. The 
Gratuity ihall not be lefs than Five Guineas 
nor exceed Ten ; the particular Sum to be 
determined by Ballot. 

CHAP. V 1 1 1. 

Treasurer. 
Rule I. 

The Librarian fliall alfo be invefted with 
the office of Treafurer. 

IL 

At the firft Meetine in every Month, the 
Treafurer lhall deliver in the State of the So- 
ciety's Accounts; on failure, he lhall incur 
the penalty of One Shilling. 

CHAP. IX. 

Secretary. 

Rule I. 

A Secretary lhall be annually chofen from 
thofe who were ordinary Members the pre- 
ceding: Seflion. 
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II. 

He fhall be prefent in the Theatre before 
the time of Meeting, to furnifli Tickets, &c. 
His Bufinefs fhall be to keep Minutes of the 
Society*s Tranfadions ; to read the Minutes, 
and call over the Lift of Members; to colled: 
and keep an Account of Fines, Admiffion, and 
Subfcription-Money ; to be accountable to the 
Treafurer for fuchSumsas he lhall receive; and 
to colled Ballots and Votes. He ftiall like- 
wife inform Members of their Eledion, and 
furnifh them with the Laws.. He lhall attend 
all Committees. 

III. 

Previous to the firft Meeting in every Month, 
he lhall require from the Treafurer, an Ac- 
count of the Society's Money, &c. 

IV. 

In cafe of Negled in any part of his Duty, 
he lhall be liable to a fine of One Shilling. 

CHAP. X. 

Committee, 
Rule I. 

At the Commencement of every Seafon, a 
Committee lhall be appointed, confifting of 

Eight 
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Eight of the Members ; One half to be chofen 
by the fitting Prefident, the other by the So- 
ciety at large. This Committee fhall tranf- 
adt fuch Bufinefs as cannot conveniently be 
done by the whole Society, and lhali make 
regular Reports of their Proceedings to the 
Society. 

II. 

The Gentlemen of the Committee may 
themfelves fix the Time of their Meeting : 
But, after it is determined, any Member of 
it, who fails to attend at the Time appointed, 
ihall forfeit One Shilling. . 

III. 

The Officers of the Society lhall be on all 
Committees. 

CHAP. XL 

Printing Committee. 
R u L E I. 

Befide the Committee above fpecified, a 
Committee lhall be annually appointed, whofc 
Office lhall be to infpeO: the Cafes delivered to 
the Society, and to feled fuch of them as may 
be deemed worthy of Publication. 
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II. 

This Committee fliall confift of the fix annual 
Prefidents, the Librarian, and Secretary, four 
Honorary, and four Ordinary Members ; to 
be chofen by Ballot on the firft Meeting of 
each Seffion. 

III. 

The Committee fhall meet occafionally, ac- 
cording to the appointment of the Majority of* 
its Members. Any Member who fails to at- 
tend at the Time appointed, lhall forfeit the 
Sum of Ten Shillings and Six-pence. 

IV, 

All Papers referred to the Decifion of the 
Committee, mufl be legibly written by the 
Authors of them. They mu£l be read at two 
feparate Meetings of the Committee, and af. 
terwards approved or rejected by Ballot. 

V. 

No Paper ihall be publiflied, unlefs two 
thirds of the Ballots be in its Favour. 
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VI. 

No one Ihall be prefent while the Propriety 
of publilhing his own Paper is under confider- 
ation. 

VII. 

No Bufinefs lhall be tranfadted iiniefs nine 
Members of the Committee be prefent. 

CHAP. X 1 1. 

Dissertations. 
Rule I. 

At each Meeting of the Society iliall be 
read a Differtation on fome Phyfical Subjedl:. 
No Subjed: to be brought before the Society 
twice during the fame Seffions. 

II. 

The Member, whofe turn it may be to 
write, lhall deliver in his Differtation at leail 
one Week previous to the Meeting, at which 
it is to be firft read. If he negrled: to do 
this, he fhall forfeit Two Shillings and Six- 
pence ; and the further Sum of Ten Shillings 
and Six-pence, if it be not delivered before the 
Meeting next enfuing. 

D III. 
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II I. 

Each Differtation lhall remain at leaft one 
Week in the I/ibrary, for the Infpedlion of the 
Members; at the expiration of which Time, it 
fhall be read in the Society by the Author, and 
afterwards be kept by the Prefident, till the 
enfuing Meeting; when it lhail be difcuffed, 

IV. 

The Prefident ihall at that Meeting, again 
read over the Differtation, and point out fuch 
Parts as may appear proper Subjects for Debate; 
when any Remarks which may be offered 
lliall be received. 

V. 

No Differtation lliall be the Subject of 
Difcuffion at more than two Meetings. 

VI. 

Each Ordinary Member intending not to 
write, and negledting to give Notice of fuch 
Intention, till within one Month from the Meet- 
ing, at which his Differtation is to be received, 
lhall, exclufive of the Penalties already fpe- 
ciiied, forfeit Two Shillings and Six-pence. 
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VII. 

Honorary Members, having engaged to 
furnilh Differ tations, are fubjea to the above 
Regulations. 

CHAP. XIII. 

Prize Dissertations. 

Rule I. 

Two Sets of Books, value Three Guineas 
each Set, fhall be annually given to the Au- 
thors of the Two beft Differtations on fome 
Phyfical Subjedis, 

II. 

The Subjects lhall be fixed on by the Pre- 
^fidents, and given out on the firft Meeting of 
each Seffion ; and not prefented to the Society 
for Difcuffion during that Seffion. 

< 

III. 

The Differtations fliall be delivered to the 
Librarian, on or before the laft Meeting of 
that SelEon* 

I V. 



( ) 



The Prcfidents lhali. determine, which Dif* 
fertations have gained the Prizes, before the 
firft Meeting of the enfuing Seflion ; at which 
Meeting, the Diflertations fliall be read by 
the Authors, or by the Prefident. 

V. 

The Differtations after having been read, 
lhall be depofited in the Societys' Library. 

VI. 

A Motto lhall be prefixed to each Differ* 
ration, and with it fhail be delivered a feale4 
Packer, with the fame Motto on the Outfide, 
and with the Author's Name on the Infide. 

VII, 

All the Differtations, the fuccefsful Ones 
excepted, lhall be returned, with the Packets, 
containing the Names of the Authors, un^ 

opened, 
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VIII. 

Ordinary and fuch Correfpondent as have 
been Ordinary Members, lhall alone be Can- 
didates for the Prizes. 



CHAP. XIV. 

Visitors. 
Rui*E I. 

Each Member may, at every Meeting of 
the Society, introduce one Vifitor; but not 
more than one, under the Penalty of One 
Shilling. The Prefidents lhall not be limited 
in this Refpedt. 

II 

The Name of each Vifitor fliall be delivered 
in Writing to the Prefident, by the Member 
introducing him, under the Penalty of One 
Shilling. Under the fame Penalty, the Mem- 
ber lhall alfo infert the Vifitor's Name in a 
Book kept for that Purpofe, 
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III. 

Any Member introducing a Vifitor after the 
Society has met, lhall forfeit Six-pence, 

IV. 

The fame Gentleman lhall not be introduced 
as a Vifitor, more than twice in a Seffion, under 
the Penalty of One Shilling, to be paid by the 
Member introducing him. 

V. 

The Vifitors lhall be entitled equally with 
the Members, to join in the Debates pf the 
Society* 

VI. 

No Vifitor lhall be prefent during the Tranf- 
a6:ion of private Bufinefs. 

N, B. ^he above Regulations refpe^ Honorary, 
m well as Ordinary Members* 



CHAP. 



( ^3 ) 



CHAP. XV. 

Expulsion of Members. 
Rule I« 

Any Member diffatisfied with the conduft of 
another, may accufe him. The Accufation 
muft be delivered to the Prelident in Writing, 
and by him be read to the Society on the 
Meeting previous to that, on which it lliall be 
determined . 

II. 

The accufed Member lhall be informed by 
the Secretary, of the Charge made againft 
him, and of th-e Day appointed for its Determi- 
nation. 

III.. 

The Determination lhall be by Ballot ; two- 
thirds of the Society prefent approving the Ac- 
cufation, the accufed Party lhall be expelled. If 
lefs than two-thirds appear in its Favour, the Ac- 
cufer fhall forfeit One Guinea, 

IV. 

Members improperly difclofing any De- 
bates or Refolutions of the Society during 
private Bufinefs, lliall be liable to the Penalty 

of 
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of Ten Shillings and Six-pence; to be deter- 
mined by the Majority of the Society. 

CHAP. XVI. 
Altering of Laws. 

R u L E I. 

No Propofal for Alteration in the Laws fliall 
be made, except in a Meeting confifting of at 
leaft Ten Members. 

n. 

Such Propofal muft be delivered in Writ- 
ing to the Prelident, and by him be read to the 
Society. It muft then be entered on the 
Minutes, and remain a Fortnight before it 
can'be balloted for. 

III. 

If three-fourths of the Society appear in 
Favour of the Propofal, it lhall be received 
as a Law; if lefs than three-fourths, it fhall 
be rejedied, and the Propofer fined Two Shil- 
lings and Six-pence. 
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Order of the Business at each Meeting. 

Public Business. 

1. The Chair lhall be taken at Seven o'Clock. 

2. The Names of the Ordinary Members 

called over. 

3. Vifitors declared by the Prefident. 

4. The Public Minutes of the preceding Meet- 

ing read. 

5. Medical News and Obfervations received. 

This to conclude at Eight 0^ Clock. 

6. The Differtation intended for Difcuffion 

at the enfuing Meeting, read by the 
Author. 

7. The Differtation read by the Author at 

the preceding Meeting, difcuffed, 

This to conclude at Ten 0^ Clock, 

Private Business. 

1. The private Minutes lhall be read and con- 

firmed; the Vifitors having previoufly 
withdrawn, 

2. The Differtation received by the Secretary. 

3. The Author of the Differtation next to be 

delivered, declared. 
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4. New elected Members introduced, and Laws 

Hgned by them. 

5. New Members propofed. 

6. The Ballot declared. 

7. Reports of Committees, or other mifcella- 

neous Bufinefs of the Society, attended 
to. 

8. The Money colleded. 

9. The Society adjourned. 
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